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By Rev. KaƟe McQuate-Loukas 
Friends and Beloveds, 
 What a winding journey it 
has been! We have survived 
storms – physical and poliƟcal – 
and only come out stronger. We 
were such a vibrant presence in 
our community in the aŌermath 

of Hurricane Clif, able to offer a breath of cool air 
and a cold drink to so many people. Our resilience 
in the face of climate change has not only helped 
us but enabled us to help our neighbors. Green 
Sanctuary 2050 is sƟll dreaming up new ways to 
meet the needs of our neighbors, new ways to live 
out our commitment to our planet, but we have 
done an amazing job in creaƟng a community 
sanctuary along the way.  
 Our programs for children and youth offer 

real alternaƟves. When our state legislators failed 
our kids, OWL filled the gap, as did our banned 
book reading programs. Our aŌer school programs 
led us to create our own school – talk about 
fighƟng fire with fire! We know we are creaƟng a 
new generaƟon of acƟvists, visionaries, dreamers, 
and open-hearted people. Their spirits inspire me 
every day. 
 And through it all we have grown. I wasn’t 
sure we’d be able to consistently fill the larger 
sanctuary we built, but we do, every Sunday! And 
the smaller sanctuary is full all week, with all our 
aŌer school and evening programs. This building is 
alive, every day, and I love it. 
 See you soon – at our potluck, at vespers, at 
worship, or at Armand Bayou on Saturday! 
In Spirit and Solidarity,  
Rev. KaƟe 

MINISTERIAL UPDATE 

 This is a special ediƟon of the UNI-Verse for 
BAUUC.  It tells the future stories of BAUUC as it 
could be in spring of 2034.  It is intended to be 
aspiraƟonal and reflect the dreams and hopes of 
those gathered on a beauƟful spring day in 2024. 
 The stories came from a workshop, led by 
Terry Grim, that first looked for visions and then 
backcasted stories on how to make those visions 
real.  It is organized by several of the different 
ministries or areas of the church.  

 Our visions include an ever-expanding church 
that welcomes all and transforms those who enter 
as well as a with a vibrant youth program filled 
with excited, inspired, engaged children and 
parents. We have designed meaningful and 
enjoyable acƟviƟes which promote fellowship for 
everyone and a volunteer environment which 
creates opportuniƟes for service and growth; and 
our service and jusƟce acƟviƟes have blossomed 
to be an even bigger cornerstone of BAUUC. 

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER 



By Gloria Miller  
 GreeƟngs! It’s been a whirlwind month here 
in the Religious EducaƟon department at Bay Area 
UU Church! As your full-Ɵme religious educaƟon 
director, I am proud to report that our  preschool 
program will be expanding to a 5 day a week K-8 
charter school in the fall. We were just this week 
awarded the grant to finance this endeavor and 
the preregistraƟon numbers indicate we will be at 
capacity, with a waiƟng list for two of the grade 
levels. Fortunately, our third phase of the building 
expansion was completed in 2032 and we will be 

able to provide ample seaƟng in our pavilion and 
cafetorium for school and church families alike.  
 We will definitely be needing to hire more 
than the three religious educaƟon teachers we 
currently have on staff. Look for more informaƟon 
on job openings in the coming weeks and let your 
teacher friends know of the opportuniƟes! We will 
also be expanding our food services area and 
custodial staff by one staff member in each of 
these departments. ExciƟng Ɵmes await us here at 
BAUUC and it’s affiliated charter school!  

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION UPDATE 

Join Our 70th Anniversary Planning 
Commi ee 

It’s Ɵme to start planning for our 70th 
Anniversary Extravaganza Weekend. The 
Board of Directors has set the weekend of 
March 25, 2036 though March 27, 2036 as 
the official 70th Anniversary weekend. 
Honoring the tradiƟon of our previous 
anniversary celebraƟons we’ll be planning 
an event each week leading up to the 70th 
Extravaganza party which will be held on 
Saturday March 26.   We need your help 
to make this celebraƟon a success. Contact 
the church office to volunteer. 

MEMBERSHIP MINISTRY TEAM UPDATE 
By Sharlene Rochen  
 The Membership Ministry Team of BAUUC is 
thrilled to announce an exciƟng achievement—our 
community has grown to 1,000 members as of 
May 2034! It’s incredible to reflect on the journey 
we’ve taken together. In the wake of the 2020 
pandemic, our membership had dropped to fewer 
than 200. Yet, through the vision and leadership of 
Rev. KaƟe, along with the unwavering 
commitment of our passionate volunteers, we 
turned things around at a Ɵme when many other 
congregaƟons were experiencing declines. 
 A special thanks goes out to our Service and 

JusƟce Ministry team. Their consistent presence at 
community events provided crucial visibility for 
our church. In an era marked by growing 
intolerance and a driŌ away from organized 
religion, many individuals seeking their own 
spiritual paths found a welcoming home with us. 
 These collecƟve efforts have not only 
expanded our membership but have helped 
solidify our reputaƟon as one of the most vibrant 
and inclusive churches in the Clear Lake area. We 
are immensely proud of this accomplishment and 
excited for the future as we conƟnue to grow and 
serve together. 



PERSONAL REFLECTION:  
WHY ARE WE HERE? 

By: Sally Jordan, Keith Jordan, KaƟe McQuage-
Loukas. Tom Price, Alok Kalia, Mark Sheehan, 
Wendy WhiƩenberg-Ferrell 
 It was a rainy Sunday morning. I felt the 
garden’s graƟtude. Do I go to church or not? I 
snuggled back into the blankets. Tempted. Then I 
remembered we were doing a service for the 
graduates and Dax was a special friend. I had 
taught him in K2 class, watched him grow up. 
 I like going to church usually. To hear a good 
sermon that makes me think, even aŌer I have 
walked out. I feel changed. I love the singing, that 
charges me spiritually and being part of the choir, 
my voice combined with the others, gives 
something of me to others. 
 I was wool-gathering like this, when David 
Throop stood up and said “Why are we here?” The 
minister, silent for less than a minute, liŌed her 
sermon and tore it into pieces, saying “ That is the 
quesƟon!” She asked for a bowl of water and 
produced a bag of stones. Each congregant went 
forward to drop a stone into the water and give 
their answer.  
 Sally wanted to be inspired, Wendy wanted 
to feel connected, The minister wanted the church 
to feel alive on Sundays, Keith wanted to 
understand the universe, Marc wanted to be 
inspired to live a life in such a way that he would 
feel contentment, saƟsfacƟon and joy when he 

died. Jeff, as always, wanted the world to be a fair 
place and for us to be part of making it that way. 
 So, we formed a commiƩee because that is 
what UU’s do. We focused on a church where 
worship was spread out in many opportuniƟes, 
and nurturing spirituality with many acƟviƟes.  
 Our front door was busy with more and more 
people coming. Some came early to use the 
designated meditaƟon room. It was open every 
day and on Sundays there was guided meditaƟon 
led by Alok or another.  
 To enhance the service, one of the covenant 
groups presented a ritual from another religion or 
denominaƟon along with an explanaƟon of its 
meaning. In addiƟon to the meditaƟon room the 
week held other acƟviƟes to meet the individual 
needs of our members.  
 We conƟnued to be a friendly and welcoming 
congregaƟon to all, hoping to understand and 
offer what would be fulfilling spiritually and 
encourage each to take that transformaƟon to 
community service and to the saƟsfacƟon of their 
lives.  
 The solar powered bells in the new bell tower 
rang out. Some lingered to visit, slowly driŌing out 
to their electric cars covered with UU acƟvism 
sƟckers. Looking forward to worshiping together 
next Sunday, I was no longer tempted to stay 
under the covers, even on a rainy day.  



BAY AREA UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST 
CHURCH, EXPANDS AGAIN! 

By: Wally Calaway, Jim Elder, Susan Long, LaVerne 
Nash, John McCorquodale, and Susan Vaughn 
 BAUUC is proud to announce the opening our 
fiŌh campus, this Ɵme in Pasadena, to join the 
others in Texas City, LaPorte, Alvin, and 
Atascocita. Reverend KaƟe McQuage-Loukas will 
preside at the opening ceremony on May 5th at 
9am to officiate the blessing of the building and 
grounds. Reverend KaƟe will also be celebraƟng 
10 years as minister of BAUUC having overseen 
such spectacular growth of our beloved 
community. This is the culminaƟon of years of 
effort by volunteer led commiƩees to build 
membership in the area that grants many opƟons 
for aƩendance to our nearby campuses. 
 Rev. KaƟe McQuage-Loukas began her 
ministry here in the fall of 2023 and in her 1st year 
helped to guide our faciliƟes commiƩee in the 
construcƟon of a large mulƟ-purpose building 
housing a basketball court, full stage with a large 
AV mezzanine, and cafeteria style kitchen.  
 The “Don Plank Service Ark” completed in 
2026 supported the expansion of RE programing 
for youth and adults, Social JusƟce and 
Community Service programing, Children’s Day 
Care and aŌer school programs.   
 

 Increased programming led to a large 
increase of membership permiƫng the church to 
develop a carbon neutral footprint where 95% of 
its generated waste, including grey water, is 
recycled, and due to the never-say-never 
insistence of Wally Calaway, solar and wind power 
generaƟon was added along with baƩery storage. 
 BAUUC was able to provide housing for 150 
displaced persons aŌer the devastaƟon from 
hurricane Clif in 2028 when local power and 
communicaƟons were lost. The situaƟon was 
grim, but our congregaƟon stepped up with 
helping hands and loving hearts to provide relief 
to our community.  
 In 2030 the congregaƟon split to form its first 
satellite “The Mission Temple UU Fellowship” in 
Texas City. Recently ordained Minister David 
Troop assisted by new administrator, Lillian Bell, 
lead the congregaƟon to quickly establish 300 
members, and a superb gospel choir. 
 LongƟme member Laverne Nash stated, ”It is 
really something special if you think how we 
began from the San Jacinto College Library, to a 
portable building, and thought how wonderful it 
was when we built that lovely liƩle church down 
Beacon Street, and you could hardly see it from El 
Camino”. 



LARGEST BRIDGING CEREMONY EVER 
AT BAUUC 

By: Cheryl Henry, David Throop, Evelyne Counts, 
Thalia Parker, Chris Rubly, Gerry Carr 
 The Fellowship Ministry Team has been busy 
creaƟng programs to engage all members in 
meaningful opportuniƟes to engage with others in 
changing lives and healing our world.  Last Sunday 
we celebrated the graduaƟon of 30 youth with our 
largest Bridging Ceremony ever! We believe that 
helping our members connect and engage has 
helped to increased parƟcipaƟon in all of our 
ministries.  
 We would like to recognize some members 
who have been instrumental in creaƟng programs.  
David Throop has led a team that has created 10 
Covenant Groups this past year.  These groups 
have been developed to meet the needs of all of 
our members including youth, young adults, older 
adults, people of color and LGBTQ to name a few.   
Rebecca Throop, our youth minister leads a 

Sunday Night Worship service for youth and young 
adults. 
 Evelyn Counts is leading a group to create 
enjoyable acƟviƟes for all to enjoy.  Some of these 
include a game night, art night, and day ouƟngs to 
venues throughout the greater Houston area. 
Barbara Brandon was instrumental in organizing 
and Interfaith Service AucƟons with 6 other 
congregaƟons which raised more than $1 Million 
Dollars.  The proceeds are shared among the 
parƟcipaƟng congregaƟons.  This has led to the 
development of relaƟonships among members 
from differing faiths who now have a good 
understanding of Unitarian Universalism.  
 Please contact Fellowship Ministry Team Lead 
David Throop if you want to learn more about 
how you can connect and engage with others to 
change lives and heal our world! 

By: Jane Malin, Liz McCorquodale, Raj Kalia Gloria Miller, Jennifer Calaway, Julie Blanford 
 Come and celebrate! Join us for a wonderful dinner in honor of Marigold's five-year mark as our full-
Ɵme coordinator of volunteers along with her assistant communicator/administrator Joann. Who knew five 
years ago that we would be celebraƟng these posiƟons? 
 We were losing our volunteer leadership. With the help of the 
minister and the membership commiƩee, a new emphasis was set 
on volunteering. Specifically, we were looking to solve the leadership 
deficit in the community garden and social jusƟce ministries. 
Including our friends and members of the larger community in 
leadership roles solved our problems in these endeavors. In addiƟon, 
by partnering with other organizaƟons, neighbors, and friends made 
it possible to raise funds for materials and new volunteer spaces  
 We join Marigold and Joann in celebraƟng the new grant they 
were recently awarded for a new preschool and Mothers' Day Out 
Program. We thank Joann for the advanced informaƟon she has 
organized for the volunteers. We thank Marigold for linking us 
together as volunteers, so we can serve humanity in fellowship. 

JOIN US FOR MARIGOLD’S 
CELEBRATION 



INSPIRED AND ENGAGED YOUTH 
PROGRAMS DRIVE OUR GROWTH 

By: Clara Ferrell; Carrie Stromberg; Joe Stromberg, 
Jennifer Ross Nazzal; KrisƟ Stanton, Craig Stanton; 
Jo-Anne White 
 It’s Saturday aŌernoon and BAUUC is very 
busy with youth programming.  Mister Rogers, the 
DLRE, is franƟc!  So much was going on he didn’t 
know how he was going to keep up.  LiƩle Bobby 
was on the loose again.  He is supposed to be with 
the younger kids sorƟng canned food for the 
needy, but he keeps popping over to the High 
School hang out session- trying to hang with the 
Big Kids!  Rogers had to call Johnny’s mom for 
breaking the guitar in the music room- AGAIN, all 
the while, the Young Adult group is looking for 
space to plan the upcoming annual bonfire party.   
 Mister Rogers was super grateful for the 
maintenance team as the homeschool group had 
trouble removing the slime experiment from the 
Pickleball/Basketball courts.  It could have been a 
problem (the slime), because the youth led March 
for ReproducƟve jusƟce group would be meeƟng 
there soon.  In the midst of all the chaos, Mister 
Rogers fielded a call from Ms. Frizell- the UU 
magic school bus had broken down on the way to 
the InauguraƟon swearing in ceremony for 
President-Elect Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez. 

 Phew- what a day!  It’s hard to imagine years 
ago what we went through just to enjoy these 
problems!  Believe it or not- once, years ago post-
COVID, we were a Ɵny program.  First, we had a 
vision- to grow the program to the point it is 
today. We started by offering good solid 
programming that aƩracted parents and students 
from the surrounding area.  We started a parents’ 
night out and classes in parenƟng at our Parent 
University program.  We also started a Mother’s 
Day out program,  an aŌerschool tutoring 
program, and a summer program that filled a 
space for children who needed acƟviƟes during 
the summer.  These programs planted the seeds 
of what would eventually expand into a fullƟme 
UU Charter School. 
 We also reached out to UHCL with a program 
based on social jusƟce and philosophies and now 
have a satellite group of UU friends on that 
campus as well. 
 Even with all the chaos and mess, it is all 
worth it to see how much we have 
grown!  Looking back, it’s difficult to see how that 
Ɵny program became the robust, vibrant, youth 
program we have today, with inspired and 
engaged children and parents. What a journey! 



CELEBRATING 15 YEARS OF CLEAR 
LAKE INTERFAITH COUNCIL 

By: Peter Bowman, Luciano Gaigher, Jeff Boxell, 
Pauline Fox, Barbara Brandon  
 This month’s Social JusƟce acƟviƟes center on 
two fronts, achievements shared with our 
community partners and BAUUC iniƟaƟves. 
 Spirits were high celebraƟng the 15th 
anniversary of the formaƟon of Clear Lake 
Interfaith Council, an iniƟaƟve started here at 
BAUUC as part of a MarƟn Luther King Interfaith 
event led by our former minister, Rev. Bruce 
Beisner, who flew in for the event. BAUUC and our 
community partners celebrated achievements in 
collaboraƟon on this MarƟn Luther King Day of 
Giving with a Social JusƟce Fair in the new BAUUC 
Fellowship Hall.  
 The Clear Lake Interfaith Council is marking 
two milestones, the distribuƟon of $500,000 to 
achieve social and climate jusƟce goals in the 
region, and achievement of carbon neutral status 
of all member congregaƟons.  
 The CLIC Social JusƟce Fair features training 
for young leaders across Houston.  BAUUC’s Green 
Sanctuary Program has been instrumental in 
helping 90% of member households achieve 
carbon neutrality and has become a resource for 
individual households to miƟgate the impact of 
environmental disasters on the economically 
disadvantaged.  The advocacy group formed from 

environmental focused community partnerships 
will be traveling to Washington DC to lobby for 
naƟonal environmental jusƟce legislaƟon next 
month.   
 The LiƩle Library of Banned Books, started in 
2024, will be acknowledged for providing the 
focus for the BAUUC Librarian Warriors to 
effecƟvely campaign to take book screening out of 
poliƟcian’s hands and posiƟvely impact the school 
board elecƟons to improve educaƟon and reduce 
poliƟcal agendas.   And BAUUC’s partnership with 
Moms Demand AcƟon has been credited with 
influencing legislaƟon to restrict gun access.  
BAUUC’s decades-long partnership with 
EveryTown Law group to make reasonable gun 
laws culminated when BAUUC V Harris County 
was finally heard in the Supreme Court, striking 
down the onerous Texas gun signage laws.  
 Within BAUUC, the Women’s ReproducƟve 
Rights Group is disbanding aŌer passage of the 
Texas consƟtuƟonal amendment allowing 
reproducƟve freedom for all.  AŌer becoming 
cerƟfied as a SACReD (Spiritual Alliance of 
CommuniƟes for ReproducƟve Dignity) 
CongregaƟon in 2024, BAUUC helped the fight 
when Rev. KaƟe and several BAUUC members 
were arrested during demonstraƟons in AusƟn. A 
hard-fought victory we can all celebrate. 


